Oberlin Congregational Church


Council Meeting Minutes

January 15, 2006

Moderator Don Meberg called the meeting to order with prayer at 2:25 p.m. following the Congregational Annual Meeting.  In addition to Don, present were Bob Andrew, Ron Frederick, Pastor Helms, Marian Hinds, Paula Jackson, Brenda Leech, Tim Root, Jeremy Skaggs, Keith Snyder, and Joan Mooring. Jerry Schneider and new Council members, Preston Buckholz, Marjory Buffo, Laurie Fait, Dee Sandvik, and Jeff Williams were not present today.

In response to the Moderator’s request, a motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the Council Minutes for December 18, 2005. There was some clarification on email addresses for new Council members.

Ron Frederick, Chair of Diaconate, said that Diaconate approved new job descriptions for a head usher, usher, and greeter.

A discussion took place regarding the Leadership meeting, which has been scheduled for Saturday, February 4th, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Dupont in a room offered free by Bob Andrew.  Pastor Jeremy said that he would be unable to attend because of a youth ski trip scheduled for February 3rd through 5th. Pastor Alvin suggested that Jeremy send a written report or call.

Keith Snyder reported that there is no new chair for Trustees yet; he will be stepping down as chair of Nominating. Keith will send an email on the suggestions from the “Talk Back to the Pastor” session that Pastor held during the Annual Meeting. At the Annual Meeting, Pastor asked for suggestions from each table in answer to specific questions he had asked.

Joan Mooring offered some suggestions for consideration: monthly potluck event for the community; films; invitations for people in the church to give to neighbors; newspaper notices; picnics in the summer time…

Paula Jackson said that she is planning a Potluck Talent Show for Friday night, February 17th, tied to Tim’s request to play instruments. Brenda reminded Paula to go through the office to fill out the proper forms.

There was no report from Personnel, and Pastor said that he had nothing to say that had not already been said at the Annual meeting.

Paula Jackson, new chair of Christian Education, reported that there were children in each Sunday School class and that there are two adult classes this quarter. Kathy is in charge of the nursery, and the four- and five-year olds are in a separate room. Pastor commented that Melodee said there were twenty kids in the nursery last week. There was some discussion about the age specific ratio of adults to children and on the signing in and out by parents. Brenda noted that we should monitor L&I reports on housekeeping for health care. 

Tim Root had no report for music. 

Council was reminded that Boards and Committees meet on the second Sunday of the month, and Council meets the third Sunday in the Fireside Room. The next Council meeting will be February 19th.

The Moderator adjourned the meeting at 2:45 with Keith Snyder praying.

Respectfully submitted,

Marian Hinds
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